Free-men Inſlaved-: 


EO OR, | 
Reaſons humbly offered'to the right Honorable, the (ommons of England in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, for the taking off the Exciſe uwon BEER, and ALE, C++ 8. oe 1 

rm MAG Ecaulc the way of raifing Money by Exciſe, is contrary to the Fundamental Laws of this Land, and neverknown 

to be praiſed 1n this Kingdow, until theſe late years of diſtra@ion and confuſion, it being alwayes thought in 

tormer Ages , by Free Parliameats, a more honorable and equal way of raiſing moneys for the ſupply of his Ma- 

jcſties great Charges and Neceſſities by way of Subſidies and Fifteens, which charg'd onely thoſe of his Maje- 

ſtics Subjefts who were moſt able, and had viſitle Eſtates 5 W hereas this Levy by Exciſe, doth prigcipally bur- 
then the poor, ef; pecially that intollerable impoſt of four ſhillings in the pound on Beer and Ale. 

Secondly , Becaulc in the firſt atrcemprs ro introduce the Exciſe 3 Carol7, it was acjudged by that Partiament a horrible Monfſter,that 
would devour Trade, and therefore rejeed; And dec{noſexto Caroli, in four Declarations, Vores, and Remonftrances, the Parliament 
then revived and approvedof the former Judgement of Pariiament againſt ir. And in OF0b.1642, when it was bur reporced, the Parlias 
ment was abour to impole Exciſe, the Parliament did then declare that thoſe that reported ir , ſhould be brought ro condign puniſh= 
ment. O quantum mutarum ab illo ! 


Thirdly, The Materials of Beer and Ale being of Engliſh grow th, and thar Commodity (next to Bread) the very ftay and ſtaff of 
the poor; it will be moſt tor the Nations advantage and encouragement of Enzl:ſh Manufa@turies, to rake off all Impoſt from Native 
Commodities, and lay (in cafe of neceſſity) the charge by way ot Subſidy and Fifreens, whereby ic will be born by the abler fort of 
this Kingdom, | | 


Fourthly, It is moſt reaſonable that no greater ſum of money ſhould be raiſed upon the people, then will anſwer his Majefties and 
the Kingdoms juft Neceſſities; bur in the collecting of this new Impoſt,one eighth part is waſted upon needleſs Othcers ; whereas the 
good old way by levying moneys by Subfidics and Fiiteens, only known to our forefathers, broughr in the whole into his Majeſties Ex- 
chequer,at an inconftlerable expence, nor exceeding two pence 1n the pound. 


Fifthly , It will be eſteemed an a& of high grace and great favour (as well as of Juftice) to the impoveriſhed Breners and Yifaallers, 
and other poor diftreſſed Tradeſmen who have chiefly telc the weight of that inſupportable burthen of Exciſe, for his Majeſty and his 
ewo Houſes of Parliament to pur a period to that Grievance, eſpecially now when the people are full of expeQation of their juſt liber- 

-ty and caſc from their former burthens, | 


8:xthly , The continuance of this heavy impoſition of Exciſe, will be diſhonorable to the Parliament, in that they eaſe themſelves, 
and the Gentry,and rich People of the Nation; and lay the burden on Corporations, and the meaneſt of his Majefties Subjeas, 


Reaſons further ſhewing the inequality cf the impoſition of Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, 


Fir, Becauſe by the pretended Laws of Exciſe,the Brewer is made the ColleFor thereof at his great charge and pains,for whichhe 
hath no recompence, | 


: Secondly, Becauſe the common Brewers, ( whoſe Families are numerous, as alſo the poor Vifuallers ) payes Exciſe for that which 
1s expended in their own Families; whereas all other houſe-kcepers who brew for themfelves, are Exciſe-free. 


Txraly, Becaule the Vicuallers are much impoverifhed by this burthen of Exciſe, being unable to raiſc that great charge, dealing 
much wich poor people, and reſtrained by tormer Laws from ſellingart higher Rates, whereby they are rendered inſolvent, to the Brews 
er, both tor Exciſe and Principal, it often happening that the Brewer payes Exciſe where he looſeth all. 


Fourihsy, Becauſe the allowance of two barrels and half in twenty ewo anda half,for Ale; and three barrels and half in twenty three 
and a halt for Beer, granted for Returns, Lecadge, filling, *hr:#mas-beer,and other watts and Accidents incident to ihe Trade Of Brew- 
7ng, are no way anſwerable to the grear loſs they receive thereby. 


_ Fifthly, Becauſe that by the pretended Laws of Exciſe the Brewers areto clear their Accounts weekly for the ſaid duty , Whereas ©- 
they {eldom receive the Exciſe of the Vieualler until the Ale and Beer be retailed, and ſometimes but once a year, which is an encreaſe 
H _ of 'the Brewers dead ſtock one fifth part, and cannor be remedied by reaſon of the Victuallers inability to advance moneys. 


Laitly, Becauſe lately the Exciſe is encreaſed ſix pence per Barrel upon Bcer and Ale more then formerly , there being no poſſibility / * 
tor the Brewer or Victualler to advance itin any proportion in their ſmaller Retailing meaſures, 


Reaſons againſt the illegality in levying the Impofition called the Exciſe, 


Firft , Becau ſe the Commiſsioners and ſub-Commiſsioners are both Judges and Parties, they having Poundage out of the very in- 
come of Excciſe, according: to what they are pleaſed by their Officers to extort of the Brewers, 


$-condly > The Commilsioners and Sub Commiſsioners, are both Judges and Jurors, tbey judging both of the Law, and alſo of the 
fact,and that for gheir own advantage, denying us Tryals cither by the Judges of the Land, or Jurors, which is our birth-righe. 


Thirdly, Bzcauſe the Gagers and other Officers of Exciſe, have a Power at unſeaſonable times, by night, and by day , to enter into 
our houſes, to our great diſturbance, contrary ro Magna Charta, which ſaith, Every man's Houſe is his Caſtle: - | 


Fourthly, Ulpon Levying of their fines by way of diſtreſs or impriſonment, we have been denyed R-plevins,and likewiſe our Habe- 
45 Corpus, and conſequently the benefit of the Common Law due to free-born Engliſh men. 


The Brewers of LONDON met obtaining the Priviledge of having their Petition read in Parliament, do humbly offer theſe Reaſons to conſiderati- 
on, praying that ſuch a way may be thought upon for the defraying the publiks Charge of the Nation, 4s that every man according to his Eſtate and 
#bility, may bear his equal and juſt proportion, and no more; That ſo your Goodneſs may be Univerſal, your Fuſtice Impartial , and that the Cry of 
% Oppreſſion may be no longer heard in our Streets. — | | 


: 


